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St.  J-u.de 


SAINT  OF1  THE  IMPOSSIBLE 


The  fans  in  Cleveland  Stadium  were  on 
the  edge  of  their  seats,  watching  eagerly 
as  the  Cleveland  Indians'  22-year-old  ace 
pitcher  Herb  Score  began  his  effortless 
windup.  The  Yankees'  Gil  McDougald 
stood  ready  at  the  plate,  his  bat  poised. 

A  blazing  fast  ball  twirled  off  the  end 
of  Score's  fingers,  low  and  headed  straight 
across  the  plate.  There  was  a  crack  as 
McDougald's  bat  connected  and  the  ball 
—  later  estimated  to  be  traveling  at  a 
speed  of  100  miles  an  hour  —  came  right 
back  at  Score  so  rapidly  that  he  did  not 
see  it  until  a  moment  before  it  struck 
his  eye,  felling  him  with  blood  spurting 
from  his  eye,  nose  and  mouth. 

As  he  dropped,  Score  gasped,  "St.  Jude, 
stay  with  me!" 

This  was  not  the  first  time  young  Herb 
Score  had  turned  to  St.  Jude  in  time  of 


crisis.  Many  years  before  Herb's  legs  were 
crushed  by  a  bakery  truck.  His  mother 
called  their  pastor  who  blessed  the  badly 
hurt  boy  with  a  relic  of  St.  Jude.  Al- 
though the  doctor  had  recommended  an 
operation,  overnight  Herb's  bones  somehow 
went  back  into  place  and  the  operation 
was  not  necessary. 

Now,  as  the  big  league  pitching  star 
was  hustled  off  to  a  hospital,  he  called  once 
again  on  his  patron,  St.  Jude,  for  assist- 
ance. And  assistance  did  come,  for  al- 
though there  was  grave  fear  at  first  that 
Herb  would  lose  his  eye  the  crisis  passed 
and  the  eye  was  saved.  And  next  season 
Herb  Score  was  back  on  the  mound  again, 
befuddling  his  opponents  with  his  fast- 
breaking  curves  and  his  smoking  fast  balls. 
Apparently  once  again  the  powerful  inter- 
cession of  St.  Jude  had  helped  him  out  of 
a  desperate  situation. 

Who  is 
St.  J-ude4? 

Who  is  this  St.  Jude  who  inspired 
Herb  Score's  confidence  and  devotion? 
This  Saint  to  whom  so  many  persons  are 
turning  for  help  today? 

St.  Jude  —  one  of  the  12  Apostles  and 
brother  of  James  the  Less  —  is  a  mysteri- 
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ous  figure  in  many  ways.  He  moves  in 
and  out  of  the  Gospel  story  as  a  shadowy 
figure  almost  as  if  he  were  deliberately 
seeking  to  submerge  his  own  personality 
in  that  of  our  Redeemer  rather  than  to 
draw  any  attention  to  himself.  This  very 
obscurity  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  he 
remained  an  unknown  and  forgotten  saint 
for  so  many  centuries. 

Yet,  over  the  span  of  years  since  the 
life  and  death  of  Our  Lord  and  His  Apos- 
tles, a  considerable  amount  of  legend  and 
tradition  has  been  built  up  around  the  life 
of  St.  Jude  and  we  are  able  to  piece  to- 
gether many  fragments  of  information  to 
give  us  at  least  an  understandable  picture 
of  this  great  saint. 

(It  is  not  our  purpose  here  to  give  an 
exact  and  scientific  history  of  St.  Jude, 
even  though,  in  fact,  this  pamphlet  is  based 
on  carefully  selected  sources.  It  is  our 
goal  to  present  a  devotional  work  for  the 
instruction  and  edification  of  the  reader, 
without  going  into  historical  disputes  over 
certain  facts.  Although  the  author  is  not 
a  professional  historian  it  is  still  possible 
to  say  that  the  story  presented  here  is 
substantially  accurate  and  is  based  on 
commonly  used  sources.) 

We  know  from  the  Gospels,  for  example, 
that  St.  Jude  comes  from  the  line  of  David 
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and  is  a  cousin  of  Christ.  Since  the  Jews 
traditionally  have  been  proud  of  their 
family  trees,  we  are  able  to  learn  that 
St.  Jude's  father,  Cleophas,  was  a  brother 
of  St.  Joseph.  And  St.  Jude's  mother,  Mary 
of  Cleophas,  was  a  cousin  of  the  Blessed 
Virgin;  their  mothers  were  sisters. 

The  closeness  of  these  cousins  —  Mary 
of  Cleophas  and  the  Virgin  Mary  —  is 
demonstrated  by  the  Gospel  of  St.  John  in 
which  Mary  of  Cleophas  is  identified  as  the 
"sister"  who  stood  by  the  Cross  with  the 
Sorrowful  Mother.  (The  word  "sister"  was 
often  used  by  the  Jews  to  include  cousins.) 

Obviously,  if  Mary  of  Cleophas  was  al- 
lowed to  share  the  last  moments  of  Our 
Lord's  Agony  with  the  Sorrowing  Virgin, 
we  may  assume  that  there  must  have  been 
a  close  bond  between  the  two  and,  very 
likely,  a  closeness  between  the  Holy  Family 
and  the  family  of  Cleophas  and  Mary. 

There  is  every  reason  to  believe,  then, 
that  St.  Jude  must  have  had  many  close 
relationships  with  the  Child  Jesus  and  pos- 
sibly (St.  Bede  expresses  this  opinion) 
they  may  have  grown  up  together.  At 
least,  we  have  every  indication  that  there 
was  some  association  between  Jesus  and 
St.  Jude  in  their  younger  years.  Some 
authorities  on  St.  Jude  feel  that  one  of 
the  possible  reasons  why  so  little  is  said 
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about  the  Forgotten  Saint  in  the  Holy 
Gospels  is  the  very  fact  that  everyone 
knew  of  his  friendship  with  Christ,  so  it 
was  not  necessary  to  spell  it  out  in  the 
Scriptures. 


Jude  Lebbe 

St.  Jude's  very  name  also  gives  us  some 
additional  information  about  him,  for  the 
promise  of  his  name  was  to  be  fulfilled  by 
his  very  life.  Jude  Lebbe  Thaddeus  is  the 
great  saint's  full  name.  Jude,  in  Hebrew, 
means  praise,  confession,  giver  of  joy; 
Lebbe  —  labi  in  Hebrew  —  has  a  meaning 
of  bravery  and  courage;  and  Thaddeus,  in 
Our  Lord's  own  words,  means  "amiable, 
loving." 

We  can  learn  more  about  St.  Jude,  too, 
from  the  commentaries  on  the  Gospels  and 
particularly  the  commentaries  on  St.  Jude's 
Epistle  (which,  though  little  known,  is 
part  of  the  New  Testament)  written  by  St. 
Bernard,  St.  Jerome,  St.  Ambrose  and 
Cornelius  a  Lapide.  It  was  St.  Jerome,  for 
instance,  who  sometimes  applied  the  name 
"zealot"  to  the  Apostle.  St.  Bernard,  the 
monumental  Abbot  of  Clairvaux,  who  had 
such  a  great  personal  devotion  to  St.  Jude, 
remarks  that  St.  Jude  was  called  Lebbe 
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because  of  his  virginal  purity  and  the 
courageous  manner  in  which  he  preserved 
and  protected  it. 

There  have  been  numerous  references 
made  to  St.  Jude's  purity  and  that  is  one 
of  the  reasons  why  he  is  so  frequently 
turned  to  for  help  by  those  in  the  depths 
of  impurity.  The  Apostle's  loving  heart  is 
apparently  touched  by  those  who  are 
caught  up  in  impure  habits  and  as  through- 
out his  life  here  on  earth  he  vigorously 
defended  and  maintained  his  own  purity, 
so  now  in  heaven  he  seems  to  be  eager  to 
assist  those  who  wish  to  live  pure  lives. 

The  Gospel  story  itself  is  silent  on 
much  of  Jude's  background  and  life,  but 
since  it  is  often  maintained  that  all  of  the 
Apostles  except  St.  Peter  were  bachelors, 
it  seems  that  St.  Jude  was  not  married. 
And,  until  his  apostolic  call  from  the 
Savior,  he  likely  lived  and  worked  as  a 
farmer,  for  the  tribe  of  Juda,  from  which 
he  descended,  was  a  farming  tribe. 

As  an  Apostle,  Jude  lived  in  close  union 
with  the  Source  of  Grace  and  his  own  inner 
spiritual  life  developed  and  grew  strong. 
Although  there  are  only  a  handful  of  ref- 
erences to  him  in  the  Bible,  his  apostolic 
zeal  is  soon  made  evident.  For  St.  Jude 
manifested  an  intense  interest  in  the  salva- 
tion of  souls,  particularly  the  Gentiles. 
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At  the  Last  Supper,  for  example,  when 
Christ  said,  "Yet  a  little  while  and  the 
world  no  longer  sees  me.  But  you  see  me, 
for  I  live  and  you  shall  live"  it  was  St. 
Jude  who  exclaimed,  "Lord,  how  is  it  that 
thou  art  to  manifest  thyself  to  us,  and 
not  to  the  world?"  The  Apostle  was  asking, 
in  effect,  how  Christ's  message  was  to  be 
made  known  to  the  Gentiles. 

Two  Cyrils  —  Cyril  of  Jerusalem  and 
Cyril  of  Alexandria  —  have  commented  on 
this  episode  praising  St.  Jude's  zeal  for 
the  conversion  of  all  nations,  his  desire 
that  all  souls  should  learn  to  know  and 
love  the  Redeemer. 

And  after  the  sacred  events  of  Christ's 
Passion,  Death,  Resurrection  and  Ascen- 
sion, the  Apostle  was  to  continue  to  show 
his  concern  for  the  conversion  of  the 
Gentiles. 


Tlae  Healing 
or  Abagaro 

One  of  the  most  famous  of  the  stories 
surrounding  St.  Jude's  life  is  that  which 
has  to  do  with  King  Abagaro,  ruler  of 
Edessa,  a  city  in  Mesopotamia. 

Even  during  Our  Lord's  lifetime,  stories 
of  His  miracles  had  spread  throughout  the 
nations  surrounding  Israel.  Since  Abagaro 
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was  afflicted  with  a  leprosy-like  disease,  he 
had  special  reason  to  take  note  of  the 
stories  about  the  wonder-working  Jew  and 
the  monarch  sent  an  envoy  to  seek  out 
Jesus. 

When  Abagaro's  messenger,  Ananias, 
came  into  Christ's  presence,  he  delivered 
the  king's  appeal  for  Our  Lord  to  come 
to  Edessa  and  heal  him.  Since  His  mission 
made  it  impossible  for  Him  to  come  in 
person,  Christ  sent  Ananias  back  with  a 
message  of  faith  and  hope,  plus  a  promise 
that  after  His  Ascension  He  would  send  a 
disciple  to  cure  the  king. 

Heartened  by  this  message,  Abagaro 
bade  an  artist  go  to  Jerusalem  to  obtain  at 
least  a  drawing  of  the  Messias.  But,  faced 
with  the  awesome  Divine  Countenance,  the 
artist  was  unable  to  sketch  a  line.  Com- 
passionate as  always,  the  Savior  quickly 
took  a  cloth  and  holding  it  to  His  face, 
He  impressed  on  it  His  divine  features  as 
He  was  to  do  later  for  Veronica  while 
carrying  His  Cross  to  Calvary. 

It  is  not  clear  whether  St.  Jude  himself 
took  the  cloth  to  King  Abagaro  or  whether 
the  artist  delivered  it.  However,  it  does 
seem  that  Jude  did  later  go  to  Edessa 
and  cure  Abagaro  of  his  disease. 

Overwhelmed  at  his  healing  by  Jude, 
the  king  asked  the  Apostle  to  tell  him 
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of  Jesus  and  to  preach  Christ  to  his  people. 
The  zealous  saint,  filled  with  the  Holy 
Spirit,  preached  so  well  that,  as  the  early 
writer  Eusebius  tells  us,  the  king,  his  court 
and  his  entire  kingdom  were  converted  and 
became  followers  of  Christ. 

Whatever  the  exact  details  of  the  story, 
it  is  from  this  incident  that  the  traditional 
portraying  of  St.  Jude  with  a  picture  of 
Christ  over  his  heart  is  taken.  And  it  is 
fitting  that  the  Forgotten  Saint  whose 
early  life  was  undoubtedly  filled  with  many 
personal  contacts  with  the  Child  Jesus, 
should  be  depicted  throughout  the  cen- 
turies with  an  image  of  his  Cousin  and 
Master  close  to  his  heart. 


Adventure 
in  Persia 

Another  of  the  stories  concerning  St. 
Jude  tells  of  the  time  when  he  and  St. 
Simon  —  whose  feast  is  celebrated  with 
St.  Jude's  on  October  28  —  were  in  Persia. 

At  that  time,  the  commander-in-chief 
of  the  Babylonian  armies,  General  Varar- 
dach,  was  preparing  to  do  battle  with 
powerful  invaders  from  India.  As  was  the 
custom,    through    his    court  magicians, 
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Zaroes  and  Arfaxat,  the  General  appealed 
to  the  pagan  gods  for  information  about 
the  outcome  of  the  impending  military  en- 
gagement, but  there  was  no  answer.  Be- 
cause they  believed  the  gods'  inability  to 
speak  was  the  fault  of  the  presence  of 
Simon  and  Jude,  the  magicians  appealed 
to  Varardach  to  bring  the  Apostles  before 
the  court. 

"What  is  your  mission  here?"  de- 
manded the  Babylonian  general. 

"We  are  servants  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
we  have  come  for  your  eternal  salvation," 
they  answered. 

"You  are  very  powerful,  for  you  have 
silenced  our  gods,"  said  Varardach,  "so 
I  ask  you  to  tell  me  what  the  outcome  of 
the  battle  will  be." 

The  Apostles  refused  to  answer,  but 
gave  permission  for  the  idols  to  respond 
this  time  to  the  magicians'  questions.  The 
answer  of  the  false  gods  was  that  there 
would  be  a  long,  hard  war  with  much  suf- 
fering and  death  on  both  sides. 

Fearfully,  the  General  turned  to  the 
Apostles,  who  reassured  him,  "Your  idols 
lie,  for  tomorrow  at  this  same  hour,  emis- 
saries from  your  adversary  will  come  ask- 
ing for  peace  on  your  terms." 

Not  knowing  which  way  to  turn  in  face 
of   these   conflicting   stories,  Varardach 
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ordered  both  the  Apostles  and  the  magi- 
cians held  until  the  following  day  to  see 
whether  Simon  and  Jude  were  right. 

As  the  two  Apostles  predicted,  ambas- 
sadors of  peace  came  from  the  enemy  at 
the  same  hour  asking  for  a  treaty  of  peace 
on  the  General's  conditions. 

'Tree  these  men,"  Varardach  com- 
manded, indicating  Simon  and  Jude.  And, 
he  added,  "Put  Zaroes  and  Arfaxat  to 
death." 

"No,  spare  them,"  insisted  the  Apostles. 
"We  come  to  give  life,  not  to  destroy  it." 

Startled  by  the  manner  of  Simon  and 
Jude,  and  impressed  by  their  refusal  to 
accept  any  reward  for  their  services,  Va- 
rardach brought  them  with  him  when  he 
triumphantly  returned  to  the  court  of  the 
Babylonian  king. 

Again,  here,  the  Apostles  met  the  op- 
position and  demonical  magic  of  Zaroes 
and  Arfaxat,  who,  despite  the  fact  that 
Simon  and  Jude  had  saved  their  lives, 
hated  the  two  disciples  of  Christ,  the  one 
true  God  Who  had  overcome  their  pagan 
gods.  But  in  the  presence  of  the  entire 
Persian  court,  the  two  Saints  overcame  the 
power  of  the  pair  of  evil  sorcerers  and 
remained  many  months  in  Persia  convert- 
ing the  king  and  thousands  of  his  people 
as  well  as  working  many  miracles. 
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Tine  Insist 
J  ourney 


For  many  more  years,  Jude  continued 
to  make  missionary  journeys  converting 
large  numbers  in  Mesopotamia,  Armenia, 
Persia  and  possibly  even  in  southern 
Russia. 

Finally,  on  the  last  journey  his  Divine 
Cousin  was  to  send  him  on,  an  idolatrous 
mob,  probably  incited  by  Zaroes  and 
Arfaxat,  set  upon  him,  bludgeoning  him 
to  death  with  clubs.  Today,  nearly  20 
centuries  later,  the  Apostle  is  still  pictured 
with  a  club  in  memory  of  his  martyrdom. 

Another  symbol  sometimes  associated 
with  St.  Jude  is  the  axe,  since  after  being 
clubbed  to  death  he  was  decapitated  with 
an  axe.  The  flame  is  also  frequently 
showed  hovering  over  St.  Jude's  head, 
symbolizing  the  fact  that  he  was  one  of 
the  Apostles  on  whom  the  Holy  Spirit  de- 
scended as  tongues  of  flame  and  it  also 
stands  for  the  gift  of  tongues  which  the 
Apostles  were  given  at  that  time. 

For  centuries  now,  the  bodies  of  both 
Simon  and  Jude  have  lain  in  the  mother 
church  of  Christendom,  St.  Peter's  in 
Rome.  As  far  back  as  1548,  we  have 
a   record   that   Pope   Paul   III  granted 
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a  plenary  indulgence  to  all  those  who 
visited  St.  Jude's  tomb  on  his  feast  day, 
October  28. 

It  is  no  wonder,  after  even  this  brief 
and  superficial  review  of  St.  Jude's  life, 
that  he  can  inspire  such  great  devotion. 
Admirable  in  every  way  —  as  his  very 
name  implies  —  Jude  was  a  tireless  disciple 
who  gave  of  himself  without  ceasing  for 
Christ's  cause.  Steadfastly  pure  in  body 
and  soul,  he  gave  of  himself  not  only  in 
life  but  in  death  as  well. 

But  many  non-Catholics,  and  even  some 
Catholics,  confronted  with  popular  devo- 
tion to  the  saints,  such  as  novenas,  are 
repelled  by  what  they  misinterpret  as  an 
overly  ardent  devotion  to  a  mere  human 
being  instead  of  to  Christ  Himself. 

It  is  important,  therefore,  that  we 
examine  the  teaching  of  the  Church  on 
devotion  to  the  saints  so  that  we  may  put 
our  own  devotion  to  such  a  great  saint  as 
Jude  into  perspective  and  develop  the 
kind  of  devotion  which  will  be  most  ac- 
ceptable to  him  and  to  Our  Lord,  Who  is 
undoubtedly  pleased  with  His  great 
Apostle  and  wishes  devotion  to  him  to 
exist  and  flourish. 

To  begin  with,  we  have  to  have  some 
understanding  of  the  Church's  teaching 
on  the  Communion  of  Saints  —  a  fact  in 
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which  we  express  belief  when  we  recite  the 
Apostles'  Creed. 

The  Church  is  composed  of  one  Mystical 
Body,  whose  Head  is  Christ  and  whose 
members  are  the  souls  in  purgatory,  the 
faithful  on  earth  and  the  saints  in  heaven. 
We  pray  for  the  souls  in  purgatory  and  in 
turn  the  saints  in  heaven  intercede  for  us 
before  the  Heavenly  Throne. 

The  Council  of  Trent  teaches  that  "the 
saints  who  reign  together  with  Christ  offer 
up  their  own  prayers  to  God  for  men.  It 
is  good  and  useful  suppliantly  to  invoke 
them,  and  to  have  recourse  to  their 
prayers,  aid,  and  help  for  obtaining  bene- 
fits from  God,  through  His  Son  Jesus 
Christ,  Our  Lord,  Who  alone  is  our 
Redeemer  and  Savior.  Those  persons  think 
impiously  who  deny  that  the  Saints,  who 
enjoy  eternal  happiness  in  heaven,  are  to 
be  invoked ;  or  who  assert  either  that  they 
do  not  pray  for  men,  or  that  the  invoca- 
tion of  them  to  pray  for  each  of  us  is 
idolatry,  or  that  it  is  repugnant  to  the 
word  of  God.  .  .  . " 

In  other  words,  we  recognize  the  saints 
as  friends  of  Christ  who  are  now  spending 
an  eternity  with  Him  in  heaven.  We  do 
not  have  to  pray  to  them  —  we  can  and 
frequently  do  go  directly  to  Christ  —  but 
since  they  are  our  Redeemer's  friends  we 
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approach  them  and  ask  them  to  add  their 
prayers  to  ours,  to  intercede  for  us.  We 
ask  only  their  prayers  and  assistance,  rec- 
ognizing that  what  we  ask  can  only  be 
granted  ultimately  by  Christ,  even  if  it  is 
sought  for  us  by  the  greatest  of  all  the 
saints,  the  Blessed  Virgin. 


Personal 
Devotion 
to  a,  Saint 

Yet,  we  know,  both  from  frequent  ref- 
erences in  the  Holy  Scripture  and  from  the 
teaching  of  the  early  Fathers  of  the 
Church,  that  it  is  appropriate  to  ask  the 
saints  for  their  help  in  obtaining  favors 
from  Our  Lord.  As  St.  Jerome  puts  it, 
"If  the  Apostles  and  Martyrs,  while  still 
in  the  body,  can  pray  for  others,  at  a  time 
when  they  must  still  be  anxious  for  them- 
selves, how  much  more  after  their  crowns, 
victories,  and  triumphs  are  won!  .  .  .  shall 
their  power  be  less  after  having  begun  to 
be  with  Christ  ?" 

A  personal  devotion  to  a  particular 
saint,  such  as  St.  Jude,  is  easily  under- 
standable, then,  in  view  of  the  Church's 
teachings  about  the  intercession  and  invo- 
cation of  the  saints.    Among  the  many 
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saints  to  whom  we  might  turn  for  assist- 
ance, we  tend  to  choose  those  whose  lives 
or  virtues  particularly  appeal  to  us.  Moth- 
ers are  likely  to  turn  to  the  Blessed  Virgin ; 
fathers,  to  St.  Joseph;  those  in  "impos- 
sible" situations  today  turn  to  St.  Jude. 

The  heart  of  our  devotion  to  the  saints, 
however,  is  imitation.  Merely  to  attempt 
to  "use"  the  power  of  the  saints  to  inter- 
cede for  us  without  any  change  in  our 
own  lives  is  opposed  to  the  whole  idea  of 
venerating  the  saints.  For  one  of  the  main 
reasons  why  the  Church  encourages  de- 
votion to  the  saints  is  that  we  may  more 
closely  imitate  their  virtues. 

By  studying  the  life  of  St.  Jude,  for 
instance,  we  learn  that  he  was  known  for 
his  rock-like  purity  of  body  and  soul. 
Should  we  ever  be  tempted  to  impurity, 
our  devotion  to  St.  Jude  will  quickly  lead 
us  to  turn  to  him  for  assistance  in  the  time 
of  our  trial;  and  there  is  every  reason  to 
believe  that  our  prayer  will  be  heard. 

To  give  depth  and  breadth  to  our  devo- 
tion to  St.  Jude,  we  must  take  time  in  the 
quiet  of  our  own  heart  to  attempt  to  build 
up  a  real  and  living  picture  of  the  saint 
in  our  minds.  He  was  a  human  being,  first 
of  all,  not  a  plaster  saint.  He  had  the 
advantage  of  actual  companionship  with 
Christ,  but  this  did  not  make  him  any  less 
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human.  And,  we  too,  are  privileged  to 
have  a  real  "companionship"  with  Jesus 
ourselves,  through  the  intimate  union  of 
the  Blessed  Sacrament. 

In  addition,  Jude's  long  years  of  trial 
and  dedication  followed  the  Ascension  of 
Our  Lord,  when  the  Saint  of  the  Impos- 
sible was  on  his  own,  living  in  the  midst  of 
a  society  which  was  often  more  openly 
pagan  and  secular  than  our  own.  The 
temptations  which  he  faced  were  not  paper 
temptations,  miraculously  overcome. 

He  had  to  say  no,  when  saying  no  was 
difficult  to  do.  He  had  to  perfect  the  life 
of  grace  within  his  soul  by  prayer  and 
penance,  just  as  you  and  I.  It  was  neces- 
sary for  him  to  learn  to  take  rebuffs,  in- 
sults and  criticism  in  a  spirit  of  acceptance 
for  the  sake  of  Christ.  Throughout  all  his 
trials  and  tribulations,  only  his  perfect 
willingness  to  accept  the  Will  of  God  sus- 
tained him.  By  meditating  on  the  life  of 
St.  Jude,  we  can  learn  much  about  the 
manner  in  which  we,  too,  can  lead  a  life 
of  holiness. 

Devotion  without  imitation  is  really  not 
devotion  at  all,  but  only  a  hollow  mockery 
of  what  Our  Lord  intends  to  achieve 
through  His  saints.  The  saints  have  been 
given  to  us  as  examples  of  the  ways  in 
which  it  is  possible  to  achieve  sanctity. 
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To  some  extent  each  has  special  virtues 
which  attract  us,  sometimes  because  of  our 
own  particular  deficiencies,  other  times  be- 
cause we  recognize  that  the  virtues  in 
question  are  of  the  greatest  necessity  for 
us  if  we  ever  hope  one  day  to  join  the 
saints  in  heaven  for  an  eternity  of  blessing 
the  Holy  Trinity. 

This  means  that  especially  during  a 
novena  to  a  particular  saint  —  during  the 
nine  days  of  special  prayers  and  devotions 
in  which  we  seek  a  special  favor  through 
the  saint's  intercession  of  Our  Lord  —  that 
we  must  make  a  special  effort  to  imitate 
the  saints  outstanding  virtues  at  that 
time  to  demonstrate  to  Christ  that  we 
understand  the  meaning  of  devotion  to  the 
saints  —  namely,  imitation. 

Occasionally,  ignorant  persons  tend  to 
scoff  at  novenas,  disdaining  them  as  a 
"shortcut"  and  an  attempted  substitute  for 
a  full  and  rigorous  spiritual  life.  Passing 
over  the  fact  that  the  Church  both  permits 
and  encourages  novenas,  we  are  also  con- 
fronted by  the  simple  fact  that  these  per- 
sons do  not  understand  what  a  novena  is 
all  about.  A  novena  is  not  just  a  quick 
means  of  attempting  to  gain  a  particular 
favor;  it  is,  more  essentially,  a  period  of 
special  devotion  to  a  saint  and  a  time  set 
aside  to  attempt  to  make  the  saint's  major 
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virtues  a  part  of  our  own  spiritual  life 
through  practice.  Viewed  in  this  light, 
novenas  can  play  an  important  part  in  our 
spiritual  development. 

Surprisingly  enough,  there  are  also  those 
who  are  afraid  to  make  a  novena  to  a 
particular  saint.  Don't  make  a  novena, 
these  people  warn,  for  if  you  do  the  saint 
to  whom  you  pray  may  obtain  your  favor 
but  he  will  also  take  something  away  from 
you  or  punish  you  with  a  new  trouble. 

It  is  difficult  to  trace  down  the  cause 
of  such  superstition,  but  apparently  it 
springs  from  a  mistaken  notion  of  devo- 
tion to  the  saints.  As  we  have  pointed  out 
earlier,  imitation  is  the  heart  of  devotion. 
If  we  are  praying  to  St.  Jude  for  purity, 
for  example,  we  must  —  naturally  —  show 
our  good  faith  by  giving  up  occasions  of 
sin.  It  is  possible  that  this  giving  up  of 
sinful  habits  has  somehow  become  con- 
fused with  losing  legitimate  goods. 

The  great  French  churchman,  Bossuet, 
sums  up  true  devotion  to  the  saints  when 
he  writes  that  "the  Christian  must  imitate 
that  which  he  honors.  Everything  that  is 
the  object  of  our  cult  must  be  the  model 
of  our  life.  .  .  .  This  is  the  constant  tradi- 
tion and  doctrine  of  the  Catholic  Church 
that  the  most  essential  part  in  honoring 
the  saints  is  to  imitate  their  examples." 
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Devotion  to 
St.  Ju.de 


It  is  almost  incredible  that  devotion  to 
St.  Jude  should  have  spread  so  rapidly  in 
modern  times.  In  the  early  days  of  the 
Church,  of  course,  the  opposite  was  largely 
true.  There  was  little  noticeable  venera- 
tion of  Jude,  very  likely  because  of  the 
similarity  between  his  name  and  that  of 
the  traitor,  Judas.  This  fact  is  what  has 
earned  for  him  the  title,  the  Forgotten 
Saint.  In  the  Middle  Ages,  however,  St. 
Jude  seems  to  have  been  rediscovered  for 
he  is  mentioned  prominently  in  the  lives 
of  some  great  saints. 

The  renowned  St.  Bernard  of  Clairvaux, 
for  example,  who  died  in  1153  and  who 
was  declared  a  Doctor  of  the  Church  in 
1830,  is  reputed  to  have  had  a  strong 
personal  dedication  to  the  Saint  of  the 
Impossible. 

Choosing  Jude  as  the  protector  of  his 
purity,  St.  Bernard  cherished  a  relic  of  St. 
Jude  throughout  his  lifetime  and  asked 
that  the  relic  be  buried  with  him  as  a  sign 
of  the  reverence  in  which  he  held  Jude, 
noting  that  the  Apostle  had  helped  him 
safeguard  his  purity. 

Another  saint  of  the  Middle  Ages  with 
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a  great  devotion  to  St.  Jude  was  St. 
Bridget  of  Sweden,  who  was  born  at  the 
turn  of  the  14th  century  and  who  was 
canonized  at  the  end  of  the  same  century. 

St.  Bridget  is  known  for  the  many 
visions  she  had  which  have  been  passed 
on  to  us  through  her  Revelations.  In  one 
vision,  Our  Lord  told  the  Swedish  holy 
woman  to  turn  to  St.  Jude  with  a  great 
deal  of  confidence,  for,  said  the  Lord,  "In 
accordance  with  his  surname,  'Thaddeus,' 
the  amiable,  loving,  he  will  show  himself 
most  willing  to  give  help." 

In  another  vision,  Christ  commanded 
St.  Bridget  to  dedicate  an  altar  to  St.  Jude 
in  her  church.  "The  fifth  altar,"  He  said, 
"must  be  for  Thaddeus  who  with  the  purity 
of  his  heart  will  undoubtedly  conquer  the 
devil." 

Although  devotion  to  St.  Jude  never 
completely  died  out,  it  is  difficult  to  trace 
from  the  time  of  the  Middle  Ages  to  the 
19th  century.  If  only  because  Jude  was 
one  of  the  Apostles,  it  is  quite  likely  that 
there  has  always  been  some  form  of  public 
devotion  to  him  even  though  at  times  it 
might  not  have  been  widespread. 

The  publication  of  various  books  in 
Italy  and  Spain  on  St.  Jude  during  the 
19th  century  indicates  a  renewed  interest 
in  devotion  to  this  powerful  saint. 
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Modern 
Devotion. 


The  first  important  manifestation  of 
widespread  public  veneration  of  St.  Jude 
in  the  western  hemisphere  took  place  in 
1911  in  Chile.  There,  the  Claretian  Mis- 
sionary Fathers,  who  had  been  founded  by 
St.  Anthony  Claret  in  Spain  only  a  little 
more  than  a  half  century  before,  built  a 
large  shrine  to  the  Apostle,  a  shrine  which 
still  attracts  many  petitioners  even  today. 
And  from  this  shrine  in  Chile,  devotion 
has  spread  to  all  the  South  American 
countries. 

In  the  United  States,  the  first  national 
shrine  to  St.  Jude  was  also  established  by 
the  Claretian  Fathers  —  in  Chicago,  in 
1929.  Called  the  National  Shrine  of  St. 
Jude,  it  was  the  first  major  shrine  dedi- 
cated to  him  in  this  country. 

The  story  of  this  shrine  and  how  it 
came  to  be  is  in  itself  an  indication  of 
how  devotion  to  St.  Jude  has  grown  by 
unusual  means  in  recent  decades. 

In  1923,  Claretian  Father  James  Tort, 
then  stationed  in  Prescott,  Arizona,  came 
across  a  prayer  card  to  St.  Jude  and  began 
his  personal  devotion  to  the  Patron  of 
Hopeless  Cases.   Not  long  after  this,  he 
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was  assigned  to  build  Our  Lady  of  Guada- 
lupe Church  on  Chicago's  southeast  sLde. 
A  parishioner  ultimately  donated  a  statue 
of  St.  Jude  to  the  church  and  in  1927  it 
was  placed  in  the  church  along  with  a 
statue  of  the  Little  Flower. 

At  the  same  time  a  public  novena  was 
begun  to  the  Little  Flower  for  vocations 
and  to  St.  Jude  for  assistance  in  completing 
the  parish  church.  The  statue  of  the  Little 
Flower  was  placed  in  the  most  prominent 
position  at  the  front  of  the  church,  while 
the  statue  of  St.  Jude  was  placed  to  one 
side. 

Amazingly,  however,  a  spontaneous 
turning  of  the  parishioners  to  St.  Jude 
manifested  itself  so  much  so  that  only  a 
few  months  later  the  statue  of  St.  Jude 
was  given  the  more  prominent  position. 
Later  in  the  year,  the  first  solemn  public 
novena  to  the  saint,  which  ended  on  his 
feast  day,  drew  such  attention  that  hun- 
dreds of  persons  were  unable  to  get  into 
the  church  for  the  services  on  the  last  day. 

Two  years  later,  in  1929,  the  Shrine 
was  canonically  erected  and  the  Sacred 
Penitentiary  Apostolic  granted  the  Na- 
tional Shrine  of  St.  Jude  plenary  indul- 
gences for  many  feasts  throughout  the 
year  and  an  indulgence  for  each  prayer 
recited  in  honor  of  St.  Jude  at  the  Shrine. 
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The  same  year,  St.  Jude's  League  was 
begun.  This  organization  has  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  members  in  this  country  and 
other  nations  as  well  and  represents  the 
continuing  interest  of  all  those  persons  in 
devotion  to  the  Forgotten  Saint  —  who  is 
forgotten  no  longer.  Helping  to  keep  his 
memory  alive  is  The  Voice  of  St.  Jude, 
official  organ  of  the  National  Shrine,  which 
is  a  popular  Catholic  monthly  magazine 
with  almost  150,000  subscribers. 

As  a  special  part  of  St.  Jude's  League, 
in  1930,  with  Father  Tort  as  chaplain,  the 
Catholic  policemen  of  Chicago  formed  a 
"Police  Branch"  of  St.  Jude's  League,  tak- 
ing the  Patron  of  Desperate  Cases  as  their 
own  patron  and  protector. 

Over  the  years,  many  other  shrines  and 
publications  devoted  to  St.  Jude  have 
sprung  up.  And  Father  Joachim  De  Prada, 
C.M.F.,  late  director  of  the  Shrine  and 
editor  of  The  Voice  of  St.  Jude,  has  noted 
that  "there  are  probably  more  churches  in 
the  United  States  today  being  dedicated  to 
St.  Jude  than  to  any  other  single  saint, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Blessed  Virgin." 

Said  Father  De  Prada,  "News  about 
devotion  to  St.  Jude  comes  into  our  office 
daily  from  all  over  the  world.  And  the 
continuing  spread  of  interest  in  the  Saint 
of  Impossible  Cases  after  more  than  a 
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quarter  of  a  century  indicates  that  the 
hand  of  Providence  is  at  work  here.  The 
change  that  St.  Jude  has  wrought  in  the 
spiritual  lives  of  many  thousands  of  per- 
sons substantiates  this  belief." 

One  person  through  whom  many  have 
learned  about  St.  Jude  is  popular  comedian- 
entertainer  Danny  Thomas,  who  has  had  a 
great  devotion  to  the  saint  for  many  years, 
beginning  in  his  early  days  as  a  night  club 
performer  in  Chicago.  Thomas  directed 
an  extensive  campaign  for  the  building 
of  St.  Jude's  Hospital  in  Memphis,  Tenn., 
which  was  opened  to  all  regardless  of 
race,  color  or  creed  —  a  policy  which  would 
be  near  and  dear  to  the  great  saint  who 
was  so  concerned  that  the  message  of 
Christ  should  be  preached  to  the  entire 
world. 

Once  again  the  apostolic  zeal  of  St. 
Jude  is  being  felt  in  the  world  —  20  cen- 
turies later  —  as  a  widely  practiced  public 
devotion  to  him  encourages  many  to  turn 
to  him  and  emulate  his  apostolic  virtues. 
He  is  many  things  to  many  men.  It  is  not 
quite  clear  how  his  title  of  the  Saint  of 
the  Impossible  first  was  attached  to  him, 
but  he  is  surely  that. 

However,  not  only  those  with  desperate 
cases  find  solace  and  strength  through  his 
intercession  on  their  behalf  with  Our  Lord. 
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He  is  a  patron  as  well  for  all  those  in  the 
20th  century  who  are  attempting  to  imitate 
his  zeal  in  preaching  the  word  of  God  under 
difficult  circumstances.  He  is  equally  a 
patron  of  missionaries  in  difficult  mission 
fields  and  of  lay  people  trying  to  preach  by 
their  word  and  example  in  a  secular  soci- 
ety. And  for  the  pure  of  heart  —  or  even 
for  those  who  are  desperately  striving  to 
break  the  bonds  of  impurity  —  he  is  a  pow- 
erful helper  to  preserve  or  restore  virtue. 

As  a  friend  of  Our  Redeemer,  he  is 
our  friend.  And  if  we  desire  the  friendship 
of  Christ,  we  shall  find  him  an  eager  inter- 
cessor, anxious  to  help  prepare  us  for  a 
closer  union  with  Our  Savior,  a  union  of 
wills  which  will  begin  here  on  earth  and 
find  its  ultimate  fulfillment  in  eternity. 

St.  Jude,  pray  for  us! 
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PRAYER   TO   ST.  J"U"OE 

Most  Holy  Apostle,  St.  Jude,  faithful 
servant  and  friend  of  Jesus,  the  name  of 
the  traitor  who  delivered  thy  beloved 
Master  into  the  hands  of  His  enemies  has 
caused  thee  to  be  forgotten  by  many,  but 
the  Church  honors  and  invokes  thee  uni- 
versally, as  the  patron  of  hopeless  cases, 
of  things  despaired  of.  Pray  for  me  who 
am  so  miserable;  make  use  I  implore  thee 
of  that  particular  privilege  accorded  to 
thee,  to  bring  visible  and  speedy  help 
where  help  is  almost  despaired  of.  Come 
to  my  assistance  in  this  great  need  that  I 
may  receive  the  consolations  and  succor 
of  heaven  in  all  my  necessities,  tribulations 
and  sufferings,  particularly —  (Here  make 
your  request)  — and  that  I  may  bless  God 
with  thee  and  all  the  elect  forever.  I 
promise  thee,  O  blessed  St.  Jude,  to  be 
ever  mindful  of  this  great  favor,  and  I 
will  never  cease  to  honor  thee  as  my  special 
and  powerful  patron  and  to  do  all  in  my 
power  to  encourage  devotion  to  thee. 

Amen. 
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COLLECT 

O  God,  whose  mercies  are  beyond 
number,  and  of  whose  goodness  there  is 
an  infinite  treasure,  we  give  thanks  to 
Your  sovereign  majesty  for  the  gifts  You 
have  bestowed  on  us,  and  beg  for  Your 
continued  clemency,  that,  as  You  grant  the 
petitions  of  those  who  ask  You,  You  will 
never  forsake  them,  but  will  prepare  them 
for  the  reward  to  come.  Through  Jesus 
Christ,  Your  Son,  our  Lord,  who  lives  and 
is  King  and  God  with  You  in  the  unity  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


POSTCOMMUNION 

O  God,  who  allows  that  none  who  hope 
in  You  should  be  afflicted  beyond  endur- 
ance, but  listen  kindly  to  our  prayers;  we 
thank  You  for  having  heard  our  requests 
and  granted  our  desires,  and  devoutly 
entreat  You  that  what  we  have  received 
may  make  us  worthy  to  be  delivered  from 
all  adversities.  Through  Jesus  Christ, 
Your  Son,  our  Lord,  who  lives  and  is  King 
and  God  with  You  in  the  unity  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 

Prayers  from  the  Votive  Mass  of  Thanksgiving. 
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ST.  JUDE'S  LEAGUE  is  a  devotional  organi- 
zation sponsored  by  the  Claretian  Fathers 
of  the  National  Shrine  of  St.  Jude  that 
brings  together,  formally,  people  devoted 
to  St.  Jude  Thaddeus,  Apostle  and  "patron 
of  difficult  or  hopeless  cases." 

Members  of  St.  Jude's  League  share  in 
the  perpetual  Novenas  conducted  at  the 
National  Shrine  of  St.  Jude  each  Sunday 
and  Wednesday  and  in  the  four  Solemn 
Novenas  conducted  each  year  at  the  Na- 
tional Shrine. 

Members  participate  in  three  Masses 
offered  each  week,  two  on  the  tomb  of 
St.  Jude  in  Rome  and  one  at  the  National 
Shrine. 

Dues  for  annual  membership  in  St.  Jude's 
League  are  one  dollar.  Co-operating  mem- 
bers give  five  dollars  a  year.  The  offering 
for  enrollment  as  perpetual  members  is 
twenty-five  dollars  and  for  perpetual  family 
membership,  one  hundred  dollars. 

A  Plenary  Indulgence,  under  the  usual 
conditions,  may  be  gained  by  members  of 
St.  Jude's  League  (S.P.Ap.,  Sept.  10,  1952) : 

1.  On  the  day  of  enrollment.  2.  On  the  feasts 
of  Christmas,  Easter,  Christ  the  King,  St.  Jude 
(October  28),  and  St.  Anthony  Claret  (October 
23).  3.  On  the  feasts  of  Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe 
(December  12)  and  the  Immaculate  Heart  of 
Mary  (August  22).  4.  On  the  last  day  of  each 
Solemn  Novena  to  St.  Jude  at  the  National  Shrine. 
5.  At  the  hour  of  death. 

221  West  Madison  Street 
Chicago  6,  Illinois 


Perpetual  Novena  to  St.  Jude 

Every  Sunday  at  3:15  P.M. 
Every  Wednesday  at  8:00  P.M. 

Solemn  Novena  to  St.  Jude 

Winter  (First  Week  in  February) ;  Spring 
(Ends  on  Mother's  Day) ;  Summer  (Preced- 
ing the  Feast  of  the  Immaculate  Heart  of 
Mary,  August  22) ;  and  Fall  (Preceding 
Feast  of  St.  Jude,  October  28). 

TO  REACH 
THE  NATIONAL  SHRINE  OF  ST.  JUDE 

ILLINOIS  CENTRAL  R.  R. 

Take  South  Chicago  train  to  91st  Street 
(South  Chicago  Station),  and  walk  one 
block  east. 

CTA  SURFACE  LINES 

U.  S.  ROUTE  41  TO  91ST  STREET,  THEN  TWO 
BLOCKS  WEST. 

NATIONAL  SHRINE  OF  ST.  JUDE 

3208  East  91st  Street        Chicago,  Illinois 

ADDRESS  ALL  CORRESPONDENCE  TO: 

221  West  Madison  Street 
Chicago  6,  Illinois 


ST.JUDE  MISSAL 

 0?eatufUH$:  

•  Ordinary  and  Proper  Prayers  for  all  Sundays  and 
Holy  Days  together  with  Prayers  for  Saints9  Feast 
Days. 

•  A  ST.  JUDE  Novena  Section  that  includes  devo- 
tions to  our  Patron  Saint  together  with  his  life 


•  An  Everyday  Prayerbook  which  contains  Morning 
Prayers/  Evening  Prayers,  Devotions  for  Confession, 
Benediction  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament,  the  Way  of 
the  Cross  and  Special  Devotions. 


•  •  .  Available  now  for  only  $2.00 

ORDER  FROM: 
NATIONAL  SHRINE  OF  ST.  JUDE 
221  West  Madison  Street  Chicago  6,  Illinois 


